United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nihil Stall-, Patent ami Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE I FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. 

10/562,991 07/05/2006 Gyeong-Ho Moon 0465-1502PUS1 1491 



2292 7590 09/25/2009 FXAMTNFR 

BIRCH STEWART KOLASCH & BIRCH I 

PO BOX 747 stinson, frankie l 

FALLS CHURCH, VA 22040-0747 I 



PAPER NUMBER 



NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE 
09/25/2009 ELECTRONIC 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 

following e-mail address(es): 

mailroom@bskb.com 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/562,991 


Applicant(s) 

MOON, GYEONG-HO 


Examiner 

FRANKIE L. STINSON 


Art Unit 

1792 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Kobayashi et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 7,174,227). 

Re claim 1 for example, note that .Kobayashi is cited disclosing an Internet washing 
machine comprising: 

a communication modem connected to a communication network for 
transmitting/receiving data over the communication network; 

a display unit (see fig 4) for displaying whether the washing machine is 
communicable; and 

a control unit for determining a network connection state and communication 
state of the communication modem and displaying through the display unit whether the 
washing machine is communicable, in accordance with results of the determination, 

wherein the display unit includes: 

a first display part (39, 38 ) for displaying an operating state and washing 
information of the washing machine; and 

a second display part (40,41) for displaying a network communication state 
of the washing machine. 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kobayashi et al. in view of either Klask (U. S. Pat. No. 7,1 00,1 1 8) or Brueggmann et al. 
(U. S. Pat. No. 5,995,877). 

Claims 6-8 defines over Kobayashi only in the recitation of the display including LEDs 
and a graphical LCD display. Klask (see title, abstract, col. 1, lines 60-61 and col. 8, 
lines 22-25) and Brueggmann (col. 1 , line 8 and col. 4, lines 36-45) are each cited 
disclosing the display as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art, with predictable results, to modify the display arrangement of 
Kobayashi, to include a display as taught by either Klask or Brueggmann, with no 
change in their respective function, for the purpose of quickly and easily informing the 
user the status of the washing process. It is understood that the use of graphically 
displays allow for the observer to quickly ascertain and comprehend the information 
being shown. All of the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions, and the combination, (i.e., the combination of 
known old elements into a single device) would have yielded predictable results to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 
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5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kobayashi et al. in view of Japan'686 (Japan 2003-345686). 

Claim 9 defines over Kobayashi only in the recitation of the checker. Japan'686 is cited 
disclosing the checker as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art, with predictable results, to modify the system/arrangement of 
Kobayashi, to include a checker as taught by Japan'686, with no change in their 
respective function, for the purpose of confirming the Internet connection for the user. It 
is understood that at times Internet connections are "dropped" and the user should be 
informed thereof. All of the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled 
in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions, and the combination, (i.e., the combination of 
known old elements into a single device) would have yielded predictable results to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims and/or the rejection 
thereof have been considered. The arguments and/or amendments with respect to the 
claims have been effective in defining over previous Office Action, with the current 
remarks standing moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/FRANKIE L. STINSON/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



